now also, O prince, that in those self- 


same days that Conan the Cimmerian 
did stalk the Hyborian Kingdoms, one 


of the few swords worthy to cross with his was 


that of Red Sonja, warrior woman out of majestic 
Hyrkania. Forced to flee her homeland and because 
she spurned the advances of a king and slew him 
instead, she rode west across the Turanian Steppes 


and into the shadowed mists of legendry. 
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NEXT ISSUE: 


SONJA IS ONTHE RUN - AND HELL IS 
ALL AROUND HER! As war consumes 
the land, the She-Devil With a Sword 
evades capture at every turn while Varg 
readies his next assault. But deep in the 
shadows a voice is calling out to all of 
them, as it begins to pull together the 
final strings of its sinister plan! This 
next thrilling chapter in the all-new Red 
Sonja adventure “His Master’s Voice” 
continues to be expertly crafted by 
writer TORUNN GRONBEKK and Sonja 
superstar artist WALTER GEOVANI 
(with colors by OMI REMALANTE, JR.) 
- and features another stellar assembly 
of cover artists, including JOSHUA 
MIDDLETON, LUCIO PARRILLO, JOSEPH 
MICHAEL LINSNER, BJORN BARENDS, 
BRYAN HITCH, and FRANK CHO! 


VAMPIRELLA'S FRAZETTA LEGACY CONTINUES! 
SARA FRAZETTA & BOB FREEMAN TALK NEW SERIES 


Dynamite is having a bit of a Frazetta-connected 
renaissance, with the series Fire and Ice launch- 
ing in August and now the Frazetta legacy with 
Vampirella continuing here. Your grandfather 
will forever be connected to the Daughter of 
Drakulon thanks to painting her first cover and 
being involved in her visual design. Now, over 
50 years later, what's it like picking up that torch 
yourself? 


Sara: Oh, it's such an honor for me to carry on 
the Frazetta legacy with Fire and Ice and Vam- 
pirella. My grandfather painted Vampirella’s first 
cover and had a hand in her visual design over 
50 years ago. Now, being able to pick up that 
torch myself, in а small way of course, is entirely 
surreal. I've loved Vampirella since | was а little 
girl. I'm so thankful to Nick Barrucci and the rest 
of the team at Dynamite for making this happen. 


You and Bob are crafting up a thrilling tale 
steeped in Gothic horror, perhaps not similar to 
some other typical Vampirella stories that em- 
phasize a lot of action or almost a superhero-es- 
que angle. What inspired this approach? 


Sara: | adore classic tropes and spent countless 
hours watching classic films with my grandfa- 
ther. The magic of those timeless stories has left 
a huge impact on me, shaping my artistic prefer- 
ences. While | respect and appreciate the mod- 
ern- day superhero genre, it's not personally my 
cup of tea. When it came to our approach with 
Vampirella, Bob and | wanted to delve into the 
realm of gothic horror. | couldn't be happier to 
have this opportunity to work with such a magi- 
cal, insanely talented human like Bob. 


Bob: Jose Gonzalez’ Vampirella stories from 
the early ‘70s were a huge inspiration for me. 
| was a prolific reader as a child, and | fell into 
my mother’s gothic romances quite easily. | 
was obsessed with Dark Shadows and that era’s 
Vampirella was right at home there. As Sara and 
| discussed how we wanted to approach this 
project, we were both inspired by those classic 
tropes, and we knew we wanted to do some- 
thing different, something special. 


The title for this story, “Dead Flowers” is unique. 
Can you chime in on where it came from? 


Sara: All Bob! He's a poet. 


Bob: It's a recurrent theme throughout this se- 
ries, life and death, beauty and ruin. It seemed a 
natural fit. Dead flowers represent fragility and 
the transition from life to death. What's more 
Vampirella than that? 


Bob, you style yourself an “Occult Detective” 
and you've dipped your toe in so many pursuits 
in the creative realm and beyond. What brought 
you to this teamup with Sara Frazetta and the 
one and only Vampirella? 


Bob: Sara and | met through social media, and 
we just hit it off. She's very passionate about her 
grandfather's legacy, but more than that, she 
has a hunger to share her own voice, her own 
artistic creativity. We've been collaborating for 
several years now, and we really gel creatively. 
You should hear some of our phone conversa- 
tions. 


We both get very excitable when we're bounc- 
ing ideas off one another. The Vampirella project 
was a good fit for us. We were on the same page 
from day one, and there’s so much more story 
to tell. We hope that Dead Flowers is just the 
beginning. 


Artist Alberto Locatelli is on board the team 
to depict this diverse mix of classic horror ele- 
ments like witches, ghosts, werewolves, and 
much more. What is he bringing to the table 
with his style and how has the collaboration 
been so far? 


Sara: Alberto brought this to the level we hoped 
for. He has an extraordinary talent and vision. 
His style perfectly combines elements of the old 
and the new, creating a unique synthesis that 
aligns with the atmosphere we hoped to convey. 
When Bob and | saw Alberto's pages, we were 
over the moon! The collaboration with Alberto 
has been so seamless. So seamless, it's as if he 
could *almost* read our minds. 


Bob: Alberto's art is stunning. It's a beautiful syn- 
thesis of the old and the new. As pages started 
coming in, | was taken aback. He really captured 
the look, but also the feel Sara and | was going 
for. One of the hallmarks of Frank Frazetta's 
art was his ability to evoke a sense of visceral 
movement, an underlying kinetic energy. [!5 a 
rare gift. Alberto's got it. He brings these horror 
tropes to life and has them leaping off the page. 


50 years ago, another generation of the Frazetta 
family featured on the cover of a Vampirella is- 
sue #1. Now you're here with your own series 
and a cover as well, Sara. What does it mean to 
not only write the series, but contribute a cover 
as well? You're also joined by artists like Lucio 
Parrillo, Collette Turner, and Ergün Gündüz. 


Sara: As a Frazetta, | grew up surrounded by art 
and storytelling, and to have the opportunity to 
continue that legacy with this publication is a 
huge honor. Being able to write the series with 
Bob gave me the chance to contribute my own 
creative vision and some personal anecdotes to 
this beloved character, while also paying hom- 
age to the work that has come before. Bob and 
| had a lot of fun in early discussions on where 
we wanted this to go. We had creative synchro- 
ny from the first phone call. 


The opportunity to work with Dynamite on my 
own series and my own cover feels like some- 
thing out of an alternate universe. | have to 
shout out Bob here on the cover. He understood 
the assignment and knocked it out of the park 
with his inking. It's so awesome when you meet 
another creative person who elevates your cre- 
ative expression. We have chemistry. We under 
stand one another. It's SO nice. 


Collaborating with insanely talented artists like 
Lucio Parrillo, Collette Turner, and Ergün Gündüz 
is a privilege that | am incredibly grateful for. 
Every day, | am reminded of my grandfather's 
legacy and the impact he had on the world of 
art. | feel humbled and blessed to have these 
experiences and opportunities because of him. 
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